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into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
�K�L�P���´�������a����John 3:16-17 NRSV 
 
How many times have we been watching a professional football game and seen 
�V�R�P�H�R�Q�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�Q�G�V���� �E�H�K�L�Q�G�� �W�K�H���J�R�D�O���S�R�V�W���� �K�R�O�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�L�J�Q�� �³�-�R�K�Q�������������´�� �� �,�I�� �,�� �W�R�R�N���D��
survey of how many people remember seeing that sign when a team would be kicking a 
field goal or an extra point, I bet it would be tons of people. The scripture was hard to 
miss even in the midst of all the other signs and posters being held up during the game.   
�7�K�H�U�H�� �L�V�� �V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �*�R�G�¶�V�� �Z�R�U�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �V�S�H�D�N�V�� �W�R�� �\�R�X�� �D�Q�G�� �P�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �J�D�P�H�V��
where many people are oblivious to the power of that scripture being lifted up on 
television.  
 

On March 1st, we will have two Ash Wednesday services.  One at noon in the McClure 
Chapel and the other at 6:00 pm in our Sanctuary.  This service is one that can be a life 
changer for the good, if we let its intent speak to our hearts.  Ash Wednesday is when we 
allow the ashes of the palm branches to be marked on our forehead in the shape of the 
�F�U�R�V�V���� �� �<�R�X�� �Z�L�O�O�� �K�H�D�U�� �P�H�� �V�D�\�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�Z�R�� �W�K�L�Q�J�V�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �,�¶�P�� �S�X�W�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �D�V�K�H�V�� �R�Q�� �\�R�X�U��
�I�R�U�H�K�H�D�G���� �³�5�H�S�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�� �W�K�H�� �*�R�V�S�H�O�´�� �R�U�� �³�)�U�R�P�� �G�X�V�W�� �\�R�X�� �F�D�P�H�� �D�Q�G���G�X�V�W�� �\�R�X�� �V�K�D�O�O��
�U�H�W�X�U�Q���´�����%�R�W�K���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�V���F�D�U�U�\���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���S�R�Z�H�U���L�I���Z�H���K�H�H�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V�� 
 

When the issue of repentance is spoken into my life and the Holy Spirit shows me 
something that needs correction, sometimes I feel guilt ridden or very ashamed of my 
actions.  Yet, if we know that indeed God loves us and this is His way of protecting us 
and keeping us from further harm, then this can be a transforming moment for our lives.   
Conviction of sin is one of the main roles of the Holy Spirit.  If you find yourself in a place 
that God is working in a powerful way and showing you areas that need to be cleaned up 
�R�U���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G�����G�R�Q�¶�W���J�H�W���G�R�Z�Q���R�Q���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I�������%�H�J�L�Q���W�R���W�K�D�Q�N���*�R�G���I�R�U���O�R�Y�L�Q�J���\�R�X���L�Q���D���Z�D�\���W�K�D�W��
will bring peace and wholeness to your heart and mind. 
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�G�X�V�W�� �\�R�X�� �V�K�D�O�O�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q���´�� �,�� �D�P�� �U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���D�O�O�� �R�I�� �R�X�U�� �O�L�Y�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �O�L�N�H�� �Y�D�S�R�U�V���� �� �:�H�� �D�U�H�� �K�H�U�H��
one moment and gone the next.  Even Lazarus, who Jesus raised back to life after being 
dead four days, ultimately died.  Taking time to acknowledge our mortality is so 
important.  Knowing that we are mortal human beings on this earth for just a short time 
can encourage us to make the most of the time that we have been given here.   
 

The only way I know for a person to take advantage of this life, is to believe in the One 
who told us that He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life and that no one comes to the 
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